SUPPLEMENT  TO 

COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Annual  Series  No.  59b  December  28,  1920 

CONTENTS. 

P;v„re.  Page. 

Foreign  commerce  of  Federated  Malay  Trade  in  tin  ore 2 

States '. 1      Activity  in  copra  trade 3 

Imports  and  exports  of  Straits  Settle-  Tungsten  mining 3 

ments   1       Declared  exports  to  United  States 3 

MALAYA. 

By  Consul  H.  J.  Dickinson,  Singapore,  Sejttertiber  25,  1920. 

Generally  speaking,  1919  was  a  year  of  great  prosperity  for  the 
Federated  Malay  States,  exports  from  the  colony  greatly  exceeding 
imports  in  value,  although  imports  showed  a  substantial  increase. 
The  ratio  of  advance  in  value  of  imports  and  exports  was,  respec- 
tively, 37  and  25J  per  cent.  Total  values,  excluding  "bullion,  were; 
Exports,  $139,567,552;  imports,  $59,427,482;  excess  of  exports^ 
$80,140,070. 

The  following  table,  showing  the  excess  of  exports  over  imports 
since  1912,  is  of  interest  for  comparative  purposes : 

1916 $75, 000.  000 

1917 99.  000,  000 

1918 74,  500.  000 

1919 SO, 110,  070 

Imports  of  live  animals,  food,  drink,  and  narcotics  into  the  Fed- 
erated Malay  States  were  valued  at  $36,129,183.  in  1919  and  at 
$21,867,273  in  1918.  Corresponding  figures  for  1915  were  some 
$17,500,000  less  than  the  1919  returns.  Exports  under  the  same 
classification  were  valued  at  $521,742  in  1919,  compared  with  $849,- 
661  in  1918  and  $991,530  in  1915.  Imports  of  raw  materials  were 
returned  as  $5,552,638  in  1919  and  $3,810,442  in  1918.  Similar  ex- 
ports aggregated  $135,520,837  in  1919  against  $107,440,707  in  1918. 
Textile  materials,  which  are  included  in  raw  materials,  imported  in 
1919  were  worth  $26,087,  and  exports  under  that  heading  during  the 
same  year  amounted  to  $1,073.  Metal  imports  totaled  $222,113  in 
1919,  $330,646  in  1918;  metal  exports  during  these  two  years  were 
valued  at  $37,780,681  and  $47,508^736,  respectively.  The  other  trade 
items  under  raw  materials  consisted  principally  of  rubber  and  copra. 
Manufactured  articles  imported  in  1919  were  valued  at  $17,722,697, 
compared  with  $11,612,440  in  1918;  exports  under  the  same  heading 
were  valued  at  $21,909  in  1919,  compared  with  $20,828  the  previous 
year.  The  balance  of  the  foreign  trade  returns  is  made  up  of  miscel- 
laneous articles. 
Import  and  Export  Commerce  of  Straits  Settlements. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  Straits  Settlements  for  1919,  amounting 
to  $936,150,778,  increased  $206,997,475  over  that  of  the  preceding 
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1912 $40, 500.  000 

1913 32,  000,  000 

1914 25,  000,  000 

1915 50, 500,  000 
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year.  Imports  totaled  $400,515,189  in  1919  and  $383,199,723  in  1918 ; 
exports  readied  $475,035,589  in  1919  and  $345,953,580  in  1918.  These 
figures  represent  goods  bought  for  consumption  and  exports  into 
the  markets  of  each  settlement  from  foreign  countries  and  other  parts 
of  the  colony,  but  they  do  not  include  transshipments. 

Live  animals,  food,  drink,  and  narcotics  imported  into  the  Straits 
Settlements  in  1919  were  valued  at  $101,783,101  and  in  1918  at  $133,- 
091,123.  Similar  exports  totaled  $127,920,159  in  1919  and  $108,009,900 
in  1918.  Import  values  of  raw  materials  are  recorded  for  1919  as 
$215,541,443  and  for  1918  as  $179,127,932.  Exports  under  this  head- 
ing in  1919  were  worth  $280,303,051  and  $195,799,108  in  1918.  Raw 
textiles  imported  in  1919  amounted  to  $839,429  for  the  year  under 
review  and  to  $403,858  the  previous  12  months.  Exports  of  raw 
textiles  in  1919  were  valued  at  $749,232  and  in  1918  at  $384,725. 
Statistics  of  the  raw  metal  trade  are  as  follows :  Imports — 1919, 
$50,571,507,  and  1918,  $04,032,752;  exports— 1919,  $05,810,775,  and 
1918,  $75,002,522.  Imports  of  manufactured  textiles  totaled  $39,- 
075,831  against  $38,850,975  in  1918;  exports  of  the  same  commodity 
came  to  $30,201,382  in  1919  and  $21,543,795  in  1918.  Metal  manu- 
factures imported  in  1919  amounted  to  $17,979,900  against  $9,647,473 
the  previous  year ;  exports  under  this  heading  reached  $7,347,907  in 
1919  and  $0,079,400  the  preceding  year.  The  total  value  of  manu- 
factured articles  imported  in  1919  amounted  to  $80,439,054.  compared 
with  $70,332,707  in  1918.  Similar  exports  reached  $01,301,028  during 
the  year  under  consideration  and  $42,494,510  in  1918.  The  total 
value  of  the  imports  of  merchandise  was  $510,515,189  in  1919  and 
$378,204,723  in  1918,  and  the  total  value  of  such  exports  amounted 
to  $525,035,089  and  $345,953,579,  respectively. 

Other  important  items  entering  into  the  trade  of  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments include  copra,  shipments  of  which  aggregated  2,024.129  piculs 
(1  picul=133^  pounds)  worth  $17,849,340;  figures  for  the  previous 
year  were  1,147,500  piculs  worth  $4,751,917.  During  1919  1,249.942 
cases  of  petroleum  valued  at  $3,324,838  were  purchased  from  foreign 
countries  as  against  955,298  cases  worth  $2,271,742  the  year  before. 
The  exports  of  this  commodity  in  1919  reached  502.452  cases  worth 
$1,282,904  and  in  1918  374,115  cases  valued  at  $885,439. 
Trade  in  Tin  Ore — Increased  Rubber  Shipments. 

The  total  tin  ore  exported  from  the  Malay  Peninsula  in  1919 
amounted  to  741,970  piculs  valued  at  $32,247,444  compared  with 
708,157  piculs  in  1918  valued  at  $41,023,383.  The  following  table 
indicates  the  movements  of  Straits  tin  shipments  since  1910,  quanti- 
ties being  expressed  in  tons  of  2,240  pounds  each : 


Years. 

I'nitcd 
King- 
dom. 

United 

States. 

Conti- 
nental 

Europe. 

To!al. 

Tikix. 

;;;,.<M7 

33.  i 505 

33,  182 

35,158 

35,652 

22,753 

25,011 

16.304 

(») 
19.592 

Tons. 
12,915 
15,375 
18,288 
18,107 
19,240 
32. 240 
28, 108 
13.457 

(*) 

27,135 

Tom. 
8,643 
6,288 
:  230 
9,105 

11,006 
B,481 

6.190 

(») 

4,111 

Tom. 
54,605 

iqil                                                       

55, 168 

1014                              

63,198 

65,999 

1916                                    

61,600 

1*117                        

<=35,951 

1918                                        

(6) 

1919                                               

50.S38 

»  January  to  June,  inclusive. 

b  No  oJiciil  records  available  owing  to  Government  restrictions  on  publications  of  trade  returns. 
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Para  rubber  exports  from  the  Federated  Malay  States  during  the 
past  five  years  are  indicated  in  the  appended  table  according  to  quan- 
tity and  value : 


Years. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Years. 

Tons. 

Value. 

44,523 
62,  764 
79,831 

sir,.  702, 991 
73,796,711 
94,503,117 

1918..  . 

78,283 
106,453 

158.130,969 
96,039,555 

1916 

1917 

Details  of  the  export  trade  in  cultivated  rubber  of  the  Federated 
Malay  States  during  1918  and  1919  are  stated  in  the  next  table : 


Destinations. 

191S 

1919 

Increase 
(+)  or  de- 
crease (— ) 

Quantity. 

Value. 

in  quan- 
tity. 

Straits  Settlements ' 

Tons. 

70.66S 

C,  1S7 

85 

222 

1,121 

Tons. 

87,645 
17,531 

879,054,906 
15,802,320 

Tons. 
+  16.977 
+  11.344 
85 

809 
468 

734,946 
447.383 

-1  587 
653 

Total 

78, 2S3 

106,453 

96,039,555 

+28. 170 

Activity  in  the  Copra  Trade — Tungsten  Mining. 

Advance  figures,  recently  available,  indicate  that  1919  was  an 
exceptionally  good  year  for  the  manufacturers  of  copra.  There  was 
an  improved  demand  from  all  consuming  centers  which  led  to  a 
steady  rise  in  values,  the  price  range  being  from  $5  per  picul  in  Janu- 
ary to  $13.50  in  December,  at  Singapore.  Tonnage  was  irregular, 
but  the  bulk  of  the  supplies  had  been  shipped  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  1919  the  Federated  Malay  States  exported  447,717  piculs  of  copra 
worth  $2,573,287,  as  against  428,225  piculs  valued  at  $1,526,002  in 
1918. 

Tungsten  mining  was  far  from  profitable  during  1919.  With  the 
withdrawal  of  Government  support  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  the 
open  market  for  the  metal  fell  to  a  nominal  figure,  but  the  price  is 
regarded  as  too  low  for  miners  to  exploit  their  deposits  in  view  of 
increased  costs  of  labor  and  materials.  Exports  from  the  Federated 
Malay  States  in  1919  amounted  to  7,323  piculs  as  compared  with  5,971 
piculs  in  1918. 
Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

Declared  exports  from  Singapore  to  the  United  States  and  the 
Philippine  Islands  during  1918  and  1919  are  given  in  the  following 
table : 


Articles. 


Quantity.        Value 


Quantity.       Value 


TO   UNITED  STATES. 

Betel  nuts pounds. 

Cloves do. . . 

Copra do . . . 

Cubcbs do . . . 

Gums: 

Benjamin do . . . 

Copal do . . . 


55, 731 

8,  781 

24,615,443 

759,847 

7.  733 
4,688,474 


$3, 985 

816 

988, 403 

66, 671 

5,412 
286,  744 


4,549 

7,049,275 

80, 967 

81,898 
4, 723, 632 


$1,883 
703,538 
65,368 

20,919 
318, 2S9 
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Articles. 


to  united  states— continued. 

G  urns-  Cont  inued. 

Cutch pounds 

Dammar do. . 

Dragon's  blood do. . 

Oambier do. . 

Gamboge do . . 

All  other do . . 

Gutta,  Hongkong do . . 

Gutta,  jangkar do. . 

Gutta,  jclutong do. . 

Gutta-percha do. . 

Gutta,  reboiled do. . 

Gutta,  siak do . . 

Gutta,  all  other do . . 

Hides: 

Buffalo pieces 

Deer do. . 

Mangrove  bark pounds 

Nutmegs do . . 

Oil: 

Coconut gallons 

Wood do. . 

Patchouli  leaves .'  -  .pounds 

Pepper: 

Black do.. 

White do. . 

Pineapi  les,  preserved dozen 

B  at  tans pounds 

Rubber,  Para do. . 

Pago  flour '. do . . 

Shells: 

Green  snail do. . 

Tortoise do . . 

Other do.. 

Tapioca do . . 

Tin do. . 

Quinine  sulphate do 

Wolfram  ore do 

Yarn bales 

A 11  ot her  articles 


Total. 


TO  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 


Belling,  leather 

Biscuits pounds 

Brocades square  yards 

Cattle head 

Copra pounds 

Cocoa do. . 

Cloves do . . 

Diamonds 

Films,  cinematograph cases 

Fish,  dried pounds 

Gambier do. . 

Gunnies,  bags pieces 

Kct t les,  brass do. . 

Jams 

Matches cases 

Mattings square  yards 

Oil,  kerosene gallons 

Pepper,  black pounds 

Kice do. . 

Sarongs dozen 

Sugar pounds 

Tin do.. 

Yarn bales 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1,118,  no 


lieturned  Am 


pods  were  valued  at  $727  in  1018  and  $33,047 
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